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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HIS ſmall Tract was drawn up 
ſolely for the uſe of a country- pa- 


riſh, and never intended to go beyond it: 


BuT the kind reception it met with 
there, from an affectionate and grateful 
people, and their entering ſo intirely into 
the cauſe and ſubject of it; added to the 
ſuggeſtion of ſerious friends, that it might 
be of ſome general uſe, has been an in- 
ducement to make it more public. 


4 My Brethren, and Fellow Chriſtians, 
T wilt be natural for you to inquire, 
: how it ſhould come to paſs, that a 
miniſter, with whom you have lived on 
the beſt terms, ſhould leave you and a ſitu- 
ation many ways agreeable and beneficial 


to him, not only without any proſpect of 


preferment, the uſual motive for ſuch 
changes, but the contrary, = 


As far as I can judge of myſelf, ſince I 
came among you, no preferment would 
have tempted me to a change; and I have 
aſſuredly never ſought any other: but here 
I thought quietly to have ended my days. 


Ir hath pleaſed God in his providence 
to order it otherwiſe, And his commands 


are 


(6) 
are to be obeyed, and his will preferred, 
before every. carthly conſideration or ad- 


vantage. 
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"You are many of you no ſtrangers to 
the cauſe of my ſhort abſences from you 
at different times, theſe two or three years 
paſt. You, have heard that there was a 

deſign ſet on foot to move our governors, 
to lighten ſome burdens that ate laid upon 
clergymen, when they enter upon a cure 
of ſouls, in requiring them to ſubſcribe 
to the xxxix articles of our church, and 
declare their approbation of every thing 


in the common- prayer book as being 


agreeable to the word of God. 


Tux 2 h Fn TR to ds 
ment was, that we might be required to 
ſubſcribe to nothing but the Bible, the 
word of God; and not to the articles, or 
any form of prayer or worſhip drawn up 
by fallible men. And I have no doubt 
| PW but 
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17) 
but you of yourſelves would think this 
ſufficient, and that, as your miniſters are 
to teach you nothing but the pure word 
of God, they ought not to be put upon 
ſubſcribing to any thing elſe, | 


BuT you are farther to know, that 
ſome engaged in this petition to parlia- 
ment, and myſelf among the reſt, in hope 
that it would lead alſo to an amendment 
of many things in our liturgy or common= 
prayer book. 


You will carefully diſtinguiſh here, 
that our holy religion itſelf, the religion 
of Chriſt, can never be amended. That 
is always invariably the fame; always 
moſt perfect and compleat; and is con- 
tained in the inſpired writings of the New 
Teſtament, 


Bur the religion which men have made 
out of it, whether contained in the com- 
ee book, or any other book, this 

: will 
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685 
will be liable to errors ere 
and often want amendment. aun 41 


9 


Au an at the 88 from po- 
pery, when our forefathers aſſerted the 
ſufficiency of holy ſcripture unto ſalva- 


tion, and their right of interpreting it for 


themſelves; they purged out of their li- 


turgy or common prayer book many ido- 


latrous and ſuperſtitious practices, ſuch as 
praying to ſanits, viz. dead men and women; 
praying to the maſs-God, or the bread in the 


ſacrament ; praying in Latin; the uſe of vil 
and ſpittle in baptiſm z extreme unttion, or 
anointing dying perſons with oil; lighting up 
candles on Candlemas-day, marking the fore - 
Bead with aſbes on Afp-Wednefuay ; with 
many the like idle fopperies and trumpery, 
which are ſtill retained among the Papiſts, 


who are in no ſmall number in your own 
pariſh ; againſt wheſe Jeducing arts 4 beg Jou 
to be e 50 5 17. your guard. 
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Fe < 
ENDEAyouRs have been uſed, under 


feveral of our 1 Princes 1 ſince, to render our 
' common- prayer book n more ſtrictly agreea- 
ble to the holy ſeriptures, than it could 
be all at once at its firſt compoſing. And 
particularly about fourſcore years ago, at 
the revolution, with the countenance of 
thoſe pious princes, King William and 
Queen Mary, many great and excellent 
men, Archbiſhop, Tillofſon, Biſhops Pa- 
trick, Burnet, and others, begun the good 
work, and made great progreſs in it; but 
through the violent oppoſition of ſome 
factious perſons, it came to nothing. From 
that time to this, no attempts have been 
made, nor any thing done by public au- 
thority ; "through fear, perhaps, « of crea- 


rs ” 


ting d Madden in tht ſtate. Although, 
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whenever the Experiment i- is made, 1 doubt 
not but i It will be found, that an improved 


— 0 brought nearer to the ftai ndard' of 
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table to che nation, and contribute to the 3 
public peace, as well a as to the promotion 4 
of true religion. l 1970 I 
IN the mean time, the errors that call 9 
for amendment in the common prayer 1 
book, give great pain to ſerious conſiderate 2 
men, zealous for the purity;of God's wor- 0 
ſhip. Leſſer miſtakes and faults in hu- Fe 
man things ought ſurely to be borhe with; 4 
for there is nothing perfect here below. 'Y 
1 But where a man eſteems any thing con- / 
1 | trary to God's word; and ſinful, though 
| others may not ſo eſteem it, he cannot, 
1 nnn, COP with it. 
ö | | 1 this fal light, all theſe 2 prayers appear 
I | to me, which are addreſſed fo. the 7 e 
(as, O holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trini- 
; ty) to Chriſt, to the Holy Ghoſt, or, to any 
| _ » ether perſon, but God himfelf. F or. our 


bleſſed Saviour always offered up prayer 
8 himſelf to God, his Father and our Father, 


bis Ged and our God, John x XX. 17. and he 
alſo 
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(uu) 
alſo, enjoined us to pray to the Father on- 
ly ; Luke xi. 2a. When ye pray, ſay, Our 
Father, &c. Many of the prayers in the 
liturgy are truly excellent, and quite agree - 
able to this rule and example of holy 
ſcripture. There are alſo many which are 
not ſo; particularly in the /iany ; which, 
are immediately directed to, Chriſt, and. 
not to God. I cannot approve, or offer 
up ſuch prayers myſelf ; or authorize them 
to be offered up by another for me. The 
caſe may be different with regard to you, 
who are only hearers, and do not lead the 
devotions of others; and who have no op- 
portunity of attending a purer worſhip. If 
you ſhould diſapprove of any part of the ſer- 
vice which you hear, you may paſs it over, 
and ſo far not join in it : but your miniſ- 
ter, by reading it, makes it more his own. 


I CANNOT therefore continue in the uſe 


of ſuch forms of worſhip which I be- 
lieve to be ſinful, without the guilt of con- 
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(12) 
tinual infincerity before God, and endan- 
gering the loſs of his favour for ever. For 
he requireth truth in the inward parte, 
Pſalm li. 6. an entire rectitude of heart. 


He will in no caſe diſpenſe with the ha- 


bitual neglect of truth and uprightneſs; 


and leaſt of all, in our ſolemn prayers and 
addreſſes to himſelf, 


* 3% . 7 


To leave a Ration of caſe and aMuence, 
and to haye to combat with various ſtraits 
and hardſhips of an uncertain world, affords 
but a dark proſpect. But we muſt wil- 
lingly ſubmit to this hard lot, when not to 
be avoided without deſerting our duty to 


God and his truth. And we have great 
encouragement given us by our divine 


Maſter and Saviour Chriſt. Matthew x. 
3. #6 Whoſever ſhall confeſs me before 


men, him will I alſo confeſs before my 


Father which is in heaven.” And Mark X. 
29, 30. Verily I wy unto you, there is 


no 


(13) 
hay rr 1 


no man that hath left houſe, hs brethren,. 
or filters, or father, « or mother, or wife, 
Y children, or lands, for my lake and the 
goſpel's, buthe ſhall receive an hundred fold 
now in this time, houſes, and brethren, and 
ſiſters, and mothers, and children and lands, 
with perſecutions, and in the world to 


come, eterna] life.” It is of ſmali con- 


. 


cern in what outward circumſtances we 
paſs over tlie mort term of life, if we can 
but obtain that bleſſed approbation in the 
end, — . Well done good and faith- 
ful ſervant enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.” Matthew xxv. 23. 


"IT is a great ſatisfaction, at this my 
departure from you, that I can truly fay, 
„I have coveted n no man's filver, nor gold, | 
nor apparel.” Ad xx. 3 3. In nothing 
have I made a gain of you, or fought to 
enrich myſelf, nor am I enriched by you at 
all; but what was over and above the ſup- 
ply of neceſſary wants, has been freely 

expended 


* 
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have not ſought : Yours, but n. And al- 
though bumbled. before God dye a ſenſe 


0 


low degree, I hope 1 may * that, © «in 
% ſimplicity and. godly ſincerity we have 


04 had our converſation in the world, and 


% more abundantly e you.” 2 Cor. 
i. 12. 


-I rave endeavoured to teach you the 
truth which Chriſt our Lord taught, as 


far as I was able to learn it, by an impar- 


tial and diligent ſearch of the holy ſcrip- 
tures. And I often reminded you, that 
you were not to believe any thing becauſe. 
ſpoken by me, but to examine and com- 
pare, how. far it was agreeable to, holy 
ſcripture, our only rule and guide, And 
my diſcourſes, of late years, have been al- 
together expoſitions of large portions of the 

New 


expended in the various ways, in which it 
was thought might be moſt uſeful for your 
preſent benefit and future happineſs. 1 
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(15) 
4 New Teſtament, with ſuch inferences as 
naturally and plainly flowed from them 
that you might ſee it was the word of God 
which was endeavoured to be ſpoken to 
* and not the word of man. 


3 


Is theſe diſcourſes I was led continiially 


to point out to you, that religion lay not 1 
4 in outward forms and ordinances even of | 
F God's own appbintment, though they be 

1 helps to it; but in an entire converſion 
1 and devotedneſs of the heart to God, ins 1 

| fluencing to ſobriety, chaſtity, brotherly | 0 

A love, kindneſs; integrity, in all your con- * 
4 verſation ; to do every thing out of a ſenſe | 
| of duty to God evet pteſeiit with = ſu} up= ö | 
3 porting us in life, and chiefly fo for his infi- =. 
4 nite love to us in Chrit Jeſus c ou 15 by 1 
3 whom he hath called us wnto bis ele na i 


I glory, 1 Pet; v. 10. And that this inward 


4 ſenſe of God carried along with you into | 
I your daily labours and bulineſs, would E | | 
. lanctify them all to you, preſerve you in- | | 
7 nocent 4 
SF 1 
1 
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(28) 


nocent and boly, ſmeeten the unavoidable 


24 385401 4 4124/0 „ HNA . 


toils and cares of the preſent life, and en- 


oer enn OD Die 


able you to reſign it it with) joy and in peace. 


4.4 12 3 


' I ave often preſſed upon you the duty 
of family-r&ligion.” — That every houfe 
hould be a little church as it were, where- 
in n all the members of it were carefully i in- 


ſtructeg in the things of God; and once 


At leaſt, at the cloſe of each day, called 
together. 1 to join in ſhort. prayer to God, 
ſince in your way of buſineſs you can ſeldom 


mect altogether. at, any other time without 


—_ EX: 


inconvenience. - This s would he a conſtant 
check upon patents in x their daily conduct, 
and would make. them haſten, home with 
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pleaſure after their ; {wang were over, to 
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(17) 
be recovered, when once you have loſt this 
ſeaſon of inſtruction, and of forming ha- 
bits of piety and virtue. Train up a child 
in the way he ſhould go: and when he is 


old, he will not depart from it.” Prov. 


xxii. 6. 


STILL more have I inculcated upon 
you the neceſſity of keeping the Lord's 
day holy, in obedience to God's primary 
law, when he firſt placed man upon the 
earth, never repealed ſinee; and which was 
regulated anew, and confirmed by the au- 
thority and example of our Saviour Chriſt 


and his apoſtles. —As many of each family 
as can be allowed, to attend the public 


worſhip of the great Creator and heavenly 
Father, and to be mindful afterwards of a 


ſuitable employment of your time at home. 


For the ſpending one part of this ſacred day 


in unneceſſary worldly cares, or in ſports 


and diverſions, tends to efface every ſe- 


rious impreſſion made on the mind on the 


C other 
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T&# 1-38 728 
other part; and by degrees leads to ſpend 
the whole of it in the ſame ungodly ſort. 
Not that the ſervice of God is to make us 
moroſe; or ſad and unchearful at this or 
at any time. There are ways of paſſing 


this holy day, in walking out and contem- 
plating. the works of God, in pleaſing 
charitable offices to our neighbours, and 
In innocent uſeful converſation, which 
will chear and refreſh both mind and body, 
far beyond thoſe noiſy and riotous games, 
always accompanied with profane oaths, 
and generally ending in the alehouſe or 
worſe. 


A wRITER of great note, though no 
clergyman, remarks : 

„ I BELIEVE it may be laid down as a 
4 certain fact, that no maſter or miſtreſs 
« of a family can have a true concern for 
% religion, or be a child of God, who 
« does not take care to worſhip God by 
| | wh: family- 
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* family prayer.“ Harthy on Mun, 
vol. ii. p. 336. dn 


To which 1 would add, that I Have 1 
ſeldom ſound any ſerious religion in a pa- 
riſh or family, where the Lord's day was 9 

| 


wad 
} 


cuſtomarily prophaned. And, as he con- 
cludes “ Let the obſervation of the fac 4 
determine” in both caſes. 


© Ir has been matter of deep concern to 
me, that 1 have not ſeen ſo much of the 4 
fruits of my labours as I defired among 
you. Parents, ignorant themſelves, and 
refuſing inſtruction, muſt of courſe neg- 
lect all godly care of their children, Very | 
ſeldom do farmers meet at markets on 
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their worldly buſineſs without giving more | 

or leſs into drunken exceſſes; which ſhews, ih 

that they are under the reſtraint of no re- 

ligious principle. Much bad practice [| 

and open fin is viſible in many. But I | | 
would not now complain, Let us all 1 

| 1 

C 2 make 14 
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make haſte to repent and amend—for the 
time is ſhort. I would hope that more 


good may have been done than I know of, 
and that there are more truly pious than 
the few -that appear to be ſo: and that 
ſome ſeed of the word, that has been 
ſown, may hereafter ſpring up, and bear 
good fruit. | 


Ir will be your wiſdom, and happy for 
you, and a cauſe of rejoicing to me, if 
from this time forwards your lives be con- 
ducted with ſuch Chriſtian ſobriety and 
watchfulneſs, in a daily progreſſive im- 
provement in virtue and holineſs, that I 
might be able to ſay, © I have laboured, 
% and another hath entered into my 


te labours, John iv. 38. and that the 


work of my ſucceſſor may be made more 
eaſy to him from what you have learned of 
me. More eſpecially if it ſhould. pleaſe 
the God of all grace, 1 Pet. v. 10. that as 
Samſon ſerved his country more at his 

— death, 
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(2) 


death, than in his life, you alſo may be 


more benefited by this my laſt farewell 


exhortation to you, than by what I have 
laboured in much weakneſs, but great 


ſincerity, for the ten years that I have 


mn with you. 


Soow ſhall all the friendſhips and con- 
nections of this world be diſſolved and at 
an end, The parting, and the ſeparation, 
which death muſt haye made betwixt us 
in a few years, perhaps much ſooner, is 
only anticipated a little. And it may be 
a providential bleſſing to both you and 
me, if I may but thereby be approved, 
and found faithful unto the end, for which 


J deſire the help of your prayers ; and if 
this my voluntary diſmiſſion of myſelf 


from my ſtation and miniſtry among you, 
to which I am conſtrained by a principle 


of conſcience and obedience to Chriſt, as 


I firmly believe, may contribute to con- 
Vince you, 
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(22) 

Tur the goſpel of Jeſus is the truth 
of God—the pearl of great price, Math. 
Xiii. 45. for which we are to be willing to 
part with every thing rather than fail pr 
obtaining it: to induce you 


To do nothing now, which you ſhall 


not approve at that ſolemn hour when you 
leave the world : 


© / 


Ap to be rally at all times, and even 
defirous to have the common-prayer book 
reformed, and the public worſhip of God 
in it made more conformable to the holy 
ſcriptures, for your own fakes, and that of 
your conſcientious Paſtors, whenever it 
ſhall pleaſe God; in his providence, to 


incline our gracious Prince and Parliament 


to ſet about ſo needful a work. 


And now, O Holy me the bleſſed 
and only potentate, in conformity to what I 
believe thy will and my duty, I refign un- 


(23) 
to thee, from whom I received them, my 
miniſtry and people. Do thou raiſe up 
unto: them a faithful teacher, who ſhall 
more effectually preach thy word, turn 
many from fin, and bring all nearer to 
thee, their only portion and happineſs, 


And graciouſly diſpoſe of me, thine un- 


worthy ſervant, where and how I may beſt 
be enabled to ſerve thee according to the 
pure goſpel of thy ſon, through whom I 


deſire to find acceptance with thee, now 
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